JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
her than the Panama Canal to America. Should it pass
into other hands, or should it be temporarily closed,
the backbone of England would be completely crushed,
and the Self-Governing Dominions in the Pacific, as well as
India, would be imperilled. It must not be forgotten that
the Canal is the weakest link in the long chain that connects
England with India and is, therefore, essential to her.
Gibraltar, if by any chance captured by an enemy, could
in all probability be recaptured, and, in fact, unless the
British Fleet were destroyed, the western entrance to the
Straits is not a source of anxiety.
The loss of the naval base at Malta would not be a
mortal blow; the British Fleet could quite well operate
in the Mediterranean without it.
Cyprus may one day be given up by England of her
own accord.
The Suez Canal, however, is a very different question.
A small raiding party could capture and hold it for a time
and, with the help of aircraft, prevent ships from passing
through it. A ship unexpectedly sunk in it would block it.
As the defences of the Suez Canal zone are as different
from those of that of Panama as cmud from clouds', this
operation would be comparatively simple.
That England holds Egypt, and has managed to secure
the mandate for Palestine and Iraq, is undoubtedly part
of a plan on a large scale to protect the Suez Canal. Before
the Great War the Turkish Empire constituted a rampart
for the defence of India by land and sea. For, though
its strength was insufficient for it to take the offensive, it
forbade interference.
But the old Turkey has disappeared as the result of the
War and England has, henceforward, to defend India and the
sea route to it by administering both sides of the Canal
herself. She has to provide for attacks both by land and sea,
such as those that in the past threatened from Russia and
Germany. Although she has recognized Egypt as an inde-
pendent country, she still stations troops there. During the
Great^War Palestine and Iraq were the first countries she
occupied, and after it she secured the mandate for them
both. All this was for one reason.
m    However, Egypt is to England as ea chestnut in the fire',
it may burst at any time. The Egyptians continue to agitate